
Mission Exploration SundayMission Exploration SundayMission Exploration SundayMission Exploration Sunday    January 29January 29January 29January 29    

You are invited to join us for a special time of learning and 
conversation about the continuing mission of Christ's church and how 
we at Advent partner with God and one another to share the good news 
of Jesus Christ in word and deed.  We will be devoting the Sunday 
School hour on January 29th, typically a Family 5ths intergenerational 
learning day, to this purpose.  Adults are encouraged to join us in 
fellowship hall at 9:45 am.   

We will have a separate program for children to participate in this 
morning designed to give them an opportunity to discover how with 
God's help, they too can make a difference in the lives of others.  
Children of all ages will be able to participate and learn together and 
our high school youth will work together to lead the program. 

We hope you will make a special effort to attend this unique event.  
During the event you will discover how the various ministry programs 
and services we offer work together to lead people to a growing 
relationship with Jesus Christ.  We will also discuss the variety of ways 
you can volunteer to support our various 
ministries with your time and abilities.  
Finally, you will have a chance to talk about 
our newly emerging strategy for reaching 
out to friends and neighbors in simple and 
effective ways.  You'll even receive some 
simple tools that will equip for this 
important task whenever opportunity 
presents itself.   

Look for more information in the Weekly, 
distributed at worship each Sunday and available online at 
adventsolon.org, as this special day approaches.  If you'd like to 
provide breads, pastries, or fruits for the day please let us know by 
signing up on the bulletin board in the narthex. 
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Hope for tomorrow. 
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The beginning of a new year always fills me with a 
sense of hope, optimism, and excitement.  This 
year is no different, as I am thankful for 
progress made and look forward to new  
opportunities that are starting to come together.   

We have already begun to see some new faces 
that have found us through our recently updated 
website.  We continue to look for new ways to 
reach out to our community.  Thanks so much for 
the generosity you showed throughout the 
Christmas season as we served individuals and 
families in need through the giving projects.  And 
thanks to your heart for children and parents we 
continue to bless and equip parents through 
programs like Parent's Night Out and MOPS 
(Mother's of Pre-schoolers) that begins this 
January.   

Throughout the past two years I have met 
regularly with a small group of people for lunch 
and Bible study on Thursday's at noon.  This 
lectionary lunch group has become an important 
part of my preparation for preaching each week 
as we explore the preaching text for the 
upcoming week.  In the new year I will be posting 
the discussion guide for this study on the 
website.  It is called the Well and I hope it will 
allow more people to dig deeper into the Word of 
God each week as you use it for personal study.  I 
am also looking for individuals or couples who 
would like to host a monthly conversation in your 
home or a gathering place in your community that 
will introduce some of the big questions we'll be 
looking at in worship each month.  If you have any 
interest in hosting a group please talk with me 
anytime. 
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Wilderness Wanderings 

Jim Lewis - Pastor 

Most families would love to have a 
daily time to sit down with their 
children, discuss the highs and lows 
of the day and talk about how 
scripture and faith fits into their 
daily lives but they get stuck when 
they think: Where do we begin? 
How do we do it? What resources 
do I use? How do I fine the time? 

 
On Sunday, February 5th, during 
the Sunday school hour we will have 
a milestone event for all our Wonder Bay and  
Discovery Cove kids and their parents on Family 
Devotions. Our goal will be to empower families to 
have a consistent, effective, successful, positive 
devotional experience together which will help you 

to develop a lasting discipline that 
will be a part of the child’s and 
families rhythm for years to come. 

During this event you will be given 
6 tips to help keep you on track 
and suggestions for tools to use to 
get started. 

 

As a part of this milestone, you 
and your child are invited to  
participate in a simple blessing 

service during either worship service that same 
Sunday. It will be a chance for you to show your 
commitment to family devotion time and receive 
prayers and blessings from the entire Advent 
Family. Please talk to Dana Lewis if you have any 
questions. 

Family Devotions Milestone Event 

For 2 year olds through 6th graders and their parents 
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Changes regarding Advent's Music Ministry 

Many of you have been praying for David Walters throughout these past weeks as he has been away from us.  We 
had hoped that things would improve with David's health quickly so he would be able to return to his ministry 
among us. Unfortunately, that has not been the case.  David and the church council have now reached a mutual 
agreement that it is time for us to move in different directions in the coming year.(see David’s letter below).  We 
have already expressed our great appreciation for David as a musician and as a friend.  Council has offered David 
a retirement payment equal to 1/12 of his annual salary that will be paid in the beginning of January.  We have also 
extended an invitation to David to join us in worship at his convenience so that we can personally thank him for 
the time, work, and vibrancy he has brought to us throughout his ministry, and to offer our blessings to both 
David and Susan as they continue to serve and love God.   

The Word and Sacrament Board met recently to begin the formation of a search committee to lead us in following 
God's direction towards a new director of music for Advent.  In the interim, we are blessed and grateful to have 
Karen Adams with us to work with our choirs and provide music for our worship services.  There will be much more 
to come as this process begins to unfold, and we will do our best to keep you informed as we journey together.  
For now, the board and all of Advent's leadership ask for your faithful prayers to assist us in following God's plan 
for Advent, to inspire and equip Karen with all that she will need during this interim, and to continue to provide 
healing, encouragement, and new opportunities for David. 

Letter of Resignation 

 



Wonder Bay 

Discovery Cove engages the hearts and minds of 
Kindergarten through 6th graders with three basic 
truths.  1) I need to make the wise choice.  2) I can trust 
God no matter what. 3) I should treat others the way I 
want to be treated.  These three basic truths unfold 
each month as we explore a new virtue: something God 
does in us to change the world around us; using Biblical 
stories and practical examples. 

January is a great time to work on changing the way we 
play this game of life.  So, we’re going to spend the 
month in Proverbs, a book packed full of wise and visual 
verses to challenge our thinking—especially about the 
virtue of Self-Control.  Self-control means choosing to 
do what you should do—and not what you want to do.   

This February, we’re taking on the Ultimate Challenge of 
showing the highest degree of honor. We’ll be looking to 
David as a mentor and exploring his life in 1 and 2 
Samuel, and we will define honor as “letting someone 
know you see how valuable they really are.”  

Discovery Cove 

High Water Run 

Adults are invited to attend one of the following options. 

the FLOW 

SONGS OF THE FAITHFUL: STUDIES IN PSALMS 
The Psalms display the highs and lows of the life of faith. 
Join us January 8 - February 19 as we explore this 
complex book thoughtfully together through 6 big 
questions raised in the Psalms. 

the CURRENT 
DISCOVER YOUR “LOVE LANGUAGE”    
Everyone has a love language which affects how we 
receive and give love to others around us, whether it be  
parents, sister/brother, kids, co-workers, friends, or 
spouse. Do you know yours? How about your loved ones? 
If not, then you should plan to join us January 8—
February 19 for The 5 Love Languages. This class can 
make a big change in how you give and receive love and 
improve all your love relationships in the process.  

the Flow & the Current 

 

Wonder Bay focuses on three Basic Truths we want all  
2 through 4 year old children to know about God. 1) 
God Made Me. 2) God Loves Me. 3) Jesus Wants to be 
My Friend Forever. These basic truths are taught 
each month through Bible stories, crafts, Bible 
memory verse activities, and snacks.  
This January, we will share several of the miracles 
that Jesus performed in His short time with us here 
on earth, showing us that nothing is too hard for Him. 
If Jesus is so amazing and powerful that He can walk 
on water then surely He can help me learn to share 
with my friends.  
February is the month of L-O-V-E. Love! So, let’s 
celebrate it by showing our love to the one who loves 
us more than anyone!  Through the month of February, 
Jesus will teach us how to love God. We can love God 
by doing what He wants us to do as He sat in the 
temple as a young boy of 12.  We can love God by 
loving others, and we can love God by talking to Him 
through prayer. 

Page 4 The ADVENTure 

High Water Run invites 7th-12th grade youth to fully 
engage in a lasting relationship with Jesus Christ that 
understands: 1) I am created to pursue an authentic relationship 
with my creator. 2) I belong to Jesus Christ and define who I am 
by what He says. 3)  I exist every day to demonstrate God’s love 
to a broken world. 

January: Reflection 
Every one of us, if we're honest, could name at least one or two 
things we would change about the person we see in the mirror. For 
some of us, the mirror is the place where we are most critical. We 
see the things we are, and the things we are not. This month we 
invite you to learn to see yourself in a new way.  To see the 
reflection God sees. 

February: �ew Friend Request 
We all want friends - even if we don't want to admit it. We all 
want someone to hang out with, someone to talk to, someone who 
knows us. But friendship requires something from us. It's not just 
what we get or who makes us feel comfortable or happy. Come 
discover there's a smart way to do friendship, a way with intention, 
a way that will draw us closer to God's heart. 
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Nexus is our core weekly experience of worship providing a blend of traditional and contemporary music with liturgy 
from Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW).  Nexus worship is offered each Sunday at 8:45 am and all but the fourth 
Sunday at 11 am.  Axis is a monthly alternative worship experience designed especially for kids and the adults who love 
them to grow in faith together as we explore a new virtue each month.  Axis worship is offered at 11 am on the fourth 
Sunday of each month. 

We hope you will join us in worship each Sunday as we gather to sing, pray, listen, and receive the gifts of God in word 
and sacrament.  Here's a quick look ahead at what's coming up in worship at Advent.   

Nexus & Axis Worship 

Ash Wednesday is February 22 and begins our 40 day journey of Lent.  The fellowship committee will again host a 
community meal at 6:00 pm followed by worship at 7:00 pm.  We will continue to have a meal and worship each 
Wednesday throughout the Lenten season.  Groups (Bible study groups, choirs, Sunday school classes, committees or 
boards) are encouraged to sign up to host a meal together throughout the season.  Please plan to provide salad bar, 
entree, and dessert for 30.  The dates for each Wednesday are: February 29, March 7, 14, 21, and 28.   

Worship will follow the community meal each week at 7:00 pm offering time for the word of God, prayer and reflection 
as we journey through these 40 days in preparation for the new life Christ brings in the Resurrection.  The theme for 
our midweek series is "You Shall Love the Lord Your God."  We will take a close look at the familiar words of 
Deuteronomy 6:4-5 and discover together what it means to love the Lord with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength. 

 

February 22 - Ash Wednesday : Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 

February 29 - Hear, O Israel : Mark 12: 28-34 

March 7 - You Shall Love the Lord Your God with All Your Heart : John 12:37-43 

March 14 -  You Shall Love the Lord Your God with All Your Soul : Psalm 42 

March 21 - You Shall Love the Lord Your God with All Your Mind : 1 Kings 3:3-15 

March 28 - You Shall Love the Lord Your God with All Your Strength : Isaiah 12:1-6 

Lent begins February 22 

 

Nexus Worship Sundays @ 8:45 and 11 am 

January 1: Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow; You Are God 

January 8: Seeing Jesus in New Light 

January 15: Come and See 

January 22 : Good News for Whom (Axis @ 11 am) 

January 29: Freed to Follow 

February 5: Strengthened to Serve 

February 12: Restored and made Whole 

February 19: Seeing Jesus in New Light 

Axis Worship January 22 @ 11 am 

Honor 
letting someone know you see how valuable they really are.   

This month, we’re not only looking for ways  
to show others how valuable they really are, but also for 

opportunities to share publicly who God is,  
what He means to you and how He’s shown up in your life. 

Axis Worship February 26 @ 11 am 

Conviction 
standing for what is right, even when others don’t  
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Visit us online at 

www.AdventSolon.org 
Current Resident or 

5525 Harper Road · Solon OH 44139 

Lutheran Day with the Monsters 
Join us for an afternoon of fun for the whole family as we head to the  "Q" (Quicken Loans Arena) for a Lake Erie 
Monsters hockey game on Sunday, February 12 at 3:00 pm.  Your ticket gives you admission to the game plus the 
opportunity to come down on the ice after the game to skate, slide, or play broom ball for only $15. ($7 of regularly 
priced tickets)  Register at church or online by January 8. 

MOPS Open House - January 13, 10-11:30 AM 
You are invited to a place where every mom is welcomed, accepted and challenged to reach her potential and recognize 
her influence with her family and her world. MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) is a dynamic, inviting environment where 
you can come just as you are to build friendships, receive mothering support, be encouraged in personal and spiritual 
growth and gain practical parenting strategies, all to help you be the best mom possible. 
MOPS is a new ministry at Advent Lutheran Church and will be held the 2nd Friday of the month from 10AM-11:30AM. 
Gatherings will consist of a time of fellowship, programming with discussion opportunities, and hands on activities. We 
will also provide childcare for infants and programming for toddlers. 
For more information contact Dana Lewis at 440-248-6904 or danalewis@adventsolon.com or visit www.MOPS.org 

Game Night 
Join us Saturday, January 21 at 6 PM for an evening of games sure to entertain friends of all ages.  Invite your 
friends to join you, or simply come out yourself and make some new friends.  Either way your sure to have a great time, 
and we can't wait to see you there.  Sign up at Advent or online today, using the form on the right.  

SOUPer Bowl Cook-off Sunday, February 5 @ 12:15 PM 
Fire up your crock pot and let the simmering begin as we gather on Super Bowl Sunday to determine Advent’s best Soup 
and support our partners at New Covenant Lutheran Hunger Center in the process.  Sign up to attend and/or compete in 
the Cook-off on the narthex bulletin board.  Invite your friends and bring your dollars to vote for the champion.  

Phone: 440-248-6904 
Fax:440-248-9941 
E-mail: advent@adventsolon.org 

Special Events 


