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PSALM 25:1-10 (will be done by Pastor)	
	We will sing the Psalm for the day.
All of us will sing the refrain, then we will alternate verses as I sing a verse and you sing the next verse back to me using the same tune.  The pitch changes are noted in the text by a vertical line. 
Refrain
Your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness

1To | you, O LORD, I lift | up my soul.
2My God, I put my trust in you; 
let me not be | put to shame, nor let my enemies triumph | over me.

3Let none who look to you be | put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous.
4Show me your | ways, O LORD, and teach | me your paths.   

Refrain
Your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness

5Lead me in your | truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all | the day long.
6Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love,
for they are from | everlasting.

7Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake 
of your good- | ness, O LORD.
8You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners | in your way.  

Refrain
Your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness

9You lead the low- | ly in justice and teach the low- | ly your way.
10All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast | love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant 
and your | testimonies.  

Refrain
Your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness
	


 CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid;
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
That we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Most merciful God,
We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name.  Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, 
I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG 	Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church (ELW 321)

GREETING
	The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
	and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
	And also with you.






PRAYER OF THE DAY
 
Holy God, heavenly Father, 
   in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, 
   and in the wilderness of temptation 
   you protected your Son from sin.

Renew us in the gift of baptism.  May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

CHOIR ANTHEM	Return to God, Marty Haugen
(The first reading is read by the lay assistant) 

THE FIRST READING:  	Haggai 1:2-9

A reading from Haggai.

2 Thus says the Lord of hosts: These people say the time has not yet come to rebuild the Lord’s house. 3 Then the word of the Lord came by the prophet Haggai, saying: 

4 Is it a time for you yourselves to live in your paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins? 
5 Now therefore thus says the Lord of hosts: Consider how you have fared. 

6 You have sown much, and harvested little; you eat, but you never have enough; you drink, but you never have your fill; you clothe yourselves, but no one is warm; and you that earn wages earn wages to put them into a bag with holes. 

7 Thus says the Lord of hosts: Consider how you have fared. 

8 Go up to the hills and bring wood and build the house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored, says the Lord. 

9 You have looked for much, and, lo, it came to little; and when you brought it home, I blew it away. Why? says the Lord of hosts. Because my house lies in ruins, while all of you hurry off to your own houses.

The reading may be concluded:
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand to welcome the Gospel. 

(The gospel is read by the pastor)
GOSPEL:  	Matthew 7:24-29

Today’s gospel is found in the Matthew

 The gospel is announced.
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

24 “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house on rock. 

25 The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on rock. 

26 And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not act on them will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 

27 The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell—and great was its fall!” 

28 Now when Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were astounded at his teaching, 

29 for he taught them as one having authority, and not as their scribes.



The gospel concludes:
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.


CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY	O Bread of Life from Heaven (ELW 480)

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
     creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, 
     God’s only Son, our Lord,
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
     born of the virgin Mary,
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,
     was crucified, died, and was buried;
     he descended to the dead.

     On the third day he rose again;
     he ascended into heaven,
     he is seated at 
     the right hand of the Father,
     and he will come to judge 
     the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy catholic church,
     the communion of saints,
     the forgiveness of sins,
     the resurrection of the body,
     and the life everlasting. Amen.


(The pastor reads the introduction and the ending, the lay assistant reads the indented petitions.) 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Renewed in the promises of baptism, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

We pray for the church. For all who preach, teach, and inspire your people to lives of service.  Renew your church in ministry, mission, and compassion.  Unite us in faith, and uphold us in the promises of baptism.  Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

We pray for the world.  For the well-being of both our own surroundings and of distant places.  For favorable weather and sustaining rains.  For creatures awakening from hibernation or beginning seasonal migrations.  Provide safe habitats and abundant food for all.  Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

We pray for the nations.  For all who govern or hold positions of authority.  For those who work to make their communities safe from violence.  Protect all who place themselves in danger to save others from harm.  Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

We pray for those in need.  For those moving to new communities.  For individuals who are incarcerated or recently released from prison.  For those who are abused or neglected, for the lonely, and for those who are ill (especially….).  Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

We pray for this assembly.  For musicians, artists, and poets who help us envision your love through word, image, and song.  For those who have faced exclusion or felt forgotten.  For all who reach out in love and welcome.  Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

With thanksgiving, we remember those who have died.  As they receive the fulfillment of your promises made to them in baptism, sustain us in the hope of resurrection life with you.  Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Trusting in your covenant of mercy, O God, we lift our prayers to you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.


PEACE  
	The peace of Christ be with you always.
	And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & OFFERING

OFFERTORY	Beneath the Cross of Jesus  (ELW 338)

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE   	
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks, 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying; 
“Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying; 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”

Remembering, therefore, his life lived for others, and his death and resurrection which renews the face of the earth, we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER   		
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
	Return to God with all your heart.  
	Receive bread for the journey, drink for the desert.
	Thanks be to God!

COMMUNION  

(The prayer after communion is read by the lay assistant)
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Compassionate God, 
You have fed us with the bread of heaven.  Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage; 
may our fasting be hunger for justice, our alms, a making of peace, 
and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING
May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth,
and claimed us as children of the light,
strengthen you on your journey into new life.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you + peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG  	Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer  (ELW 618) 

(The dismissal is given by the lay assistant)
DISMISSAL

Marked with the cross of Christ,
Go forth to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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