Worship Plan for Advent, December 3, 2017 – First Sunday of Advent

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who comes to wake us from sleep,
who leads us into the light of grace.
Amen.

Let us prepare the way of the Lord by confessing our sin 
against God and neighbor.

God of all time,
we confess that we have not prepared
for your merciful reign among us.
We ignore our neighbors in need
and fail in the labor of justice and peace.

In your mercy forgive us.
Grant us wisdom to welcome your light
and to seek the things that will endure
until Christ comes again in glory.
Amen.

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.
In + Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven
and all things are made new.
Rejoice in this good news!
Amen.

GATHERING SONG	Good Christian Friends, Rejoice  (ELW 288)

GREETING
	The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
	and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
	And also with you.



(to be read by variety of families….)
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Lord Jesus, we do not lack any spiritual gift as we wait for your coming.  Keep us awake and help us use our gifts to serve those who look for the dawn of your justice and mercy.  Amen.

(The lesson is read by the lay assistant) 
THE LESSON	1 Samuel 17:41-50
A reading from First Samuel

41The Philistine came on and drew near to David, with his shield-bearer in front of him. 42When the Philistine looked and saw David, he disdained him, for he was only a youth, ruddy and handsome in appearance. 43The Philistine said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44The Philistine said to David, “Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air and to the wild animals of the field.” 45But David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with sword and spear and javelin; but I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46This very day the LORD will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you down and cut off your head; and I will give the dead bodies of the Philistine army this very day to the birds of the air and to the wild animals of the earth, so that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel, 47and that all this assembly may know that the LORD does not save by sword and spear; for the battle is the Lord’s and he will give you into our hand.” 
48When the Philistine drew nearer to meet David, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet the Philistine. 49David put his hand in his bag, took out a stone, slung it, and struck the Philistine on his forehead; the stone sank into his forehead, and he fell face down on the ground. 
50So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone, striking down the Philistine and killing him; there was no sword in David’s hand.

The reading may be concluded: 
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand to welcome the Gospel. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 	Alleluia, Lord to whom Shall We Go (ELW p. 142)


(The gospel is read by the pastor)
THE GOSPEL	John 14:9-14
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 
12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 

The gospel concludes:
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDEN’S MESSAGE

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY	Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty  (ELW 777)
		Vs. 1, 2, 4



APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, 
     the Father almighty,
     creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, 
     God’s only Son, our Lord,
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
     born of the virgin Mary,
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,
     was crucified, died, and was buried;
     he descended to the dead.

     On the third day he rose again;
     he ascended into heaven,
     he is seated at 
     the right hand of the Father,
     and he will come to judge 
     the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy catholic church,
     the communion of saints,
     the forgiveness of sins,
     the resurrection of the body,
     and the life everlasting. Amen.
(The pastor reads the introduction and the ending, 
the lay assistant reads the indented petitions.) 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Guided by the light of Christ, 
let us pray for the coming dawn of joy, healing, and comfort for all God’s people.

A brief silence. 

Give light to your people, Lord.  As the darkness grows and we await the return of daylight, give new life to your church.  Shape our communities to be faithful vessels of the gospel for the sake of the world.  Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Restore your creation, Lord.  You give the earth opportunities for both sleep and awakening.  Thank you for the gift of restful seasons so new life may grow according to your appointed time.  Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Bring peace to the nations, Lord. Keep us alert to injustice and oppression, give us courage to cry out for what is right, and guide world leaders toward fairness and peace for all.  Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Stir up compassion in us for all who wait for you.  Be near to those whose lives are shaken, those who are experiencing loss, those who long for healing and wholeness, those who live with HIV and AIDS, and those who are in any kind of need (especially…).  Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

We pray for child care workers, teaches, Sunday school leaders, and all who nurture and educate children.  We give you thanks for their diligence and devotion.  Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

From ages past, your faithfulness has never failed.  Shine your face upon us and bring us into the company of all your saints in light.  Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

We raise our prayers to you, O God, 
in the name of the one who is, who was, and who is to come, Jesus Christ our Lord
Amen. 


PEACE  
	The peace of Christ be with you always.
	And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & OFFERING

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE   	
Holy One, 
the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son, Jesus, the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks, 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying; 
“Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying; 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup we remember your Word 
dwelling among us full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in Jesus’ death and resurrection.
And we look with hope for your coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.  Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.  Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.  
And teach us to pray…



LORD’S PRAYER   		
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
	Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to you.
	Share in the feast of salvation.
	Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION  

 (The prayer after communion is read by the lay assistant)
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God for whom we wait,
you come to us in the broken bread and the cup we share.
Make us ready always to welcome Christ into our hearts,

and send us forth to be your people in the world, 
announcing your coming among us in Jesus Christ our Lord
Amen.

BLESSING
May Christ, the Sun of righteousness, 
shine upon you and scatter the darkness 
from before your path.  
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG  	Hark, the Glad Sound  (ELW 239)	VS. 1, 2, 4
[bookmark: _GoBack](The dismissal is given by the lay assistant)
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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