


Worship Plan for Sunday, August 26, 2018

CELEBRATIONS & CONCERNS
Invite people to share any prayers of celebration or concern to share this morning from
the past or upcoming week.

GATHERING SONG	Come, Thou Almighty King  (ELW 408, Vs 1, 3, 4)

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
Full of compassion and mercy, abounding in steadfast love.
Amen.

Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, 
let us confess our sin against God and one another.

Silence

Eternal God our creator,
In you we live and move and have our being.
Look upon us, your children, the work of your hands.
Forgive us all our offenses, 
and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires.
By your grace draw us near to you,
Our refuge and our strength;
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Since we are justified by faith,
We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
God’s love has been poured into our hearts
Through the Holy Spirit give to us.

In the mercy of almighty God,
Christ died for us while we still were sinners;
And for his sake, God + forgives you all your sins.
Amen.

GREETING
	The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
	and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
	And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal.  Direct our choices and preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil, we may live in you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
	Amen.

KYRIE		Kyrie Eleison (ELW p. 184)

(The first reading is read by the lay assistant) 
THE FIRST READING:  Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18

A reading from Joshua:

24Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. 2And Joshua said to all the people,
14“Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 
15Now if you are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” 16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve other gods; 17for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; 18and the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.” 


The reading may be concluded:
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



(The second reading is read by the lay assistant) 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 6:10-20

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.

10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11Put on the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. 15As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. 16With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. 
19Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak. 

The reading may be concluded: 
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand to welcome the Gospel. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION	ELW p. 188)



(The gospel is read by the pastor)
GOSPEL:  John 6:56-69

The gospel is announced.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

56Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 57Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 58This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” 59He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. 
60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?” 61But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend you? 62Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64But among you there are some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not believe, and who was the one that would betray him. 65And he said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.” 66Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. 67So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” 68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.” 

The gospel concludes:
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

For the Bread Which You Have Broken	 (ELW 494, Vs. 1, 2, 4)




CREED
	I believe in God, the Father almighty,
     creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, 
     God’s only Son, our Lord,
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
     born of the virgin Mary,
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,
     was crucified, died, and was buried;
     he descended to the dead.

     On the third day he rose again;
     he ascended into heaven,
     he is seated at 
     the right hand of the Father,
     and he will come to judge 
     the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy catholic church,
     the communion of saints,
     the forgiveness of sins,
     the resurrection of the body,
     and the life everlasting. Amen.



(The pastor reads introduction and ending, the lay assistant reads the indented petitions.) 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in our loving and almighty God who abundantly provides the bread of life to all who hunger, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

That God would bless His church in every place, inspiring strength and courage to boldly proclaim the mystery of the gospel, Let us pray,
Have mercy, O God.

That God would bless animals, gardens, mountains, beaches and all his beautiful creation, Let us pray,
Have mercy, O God.

That God would spread the gospel throughout the nations with words of eternal life,
Let us pray,
Have mercy, O God.

That God remembers the poor, the broken-hearted, and all in trouble, especially … Mary, Suzanne, Cassie,  Marlene, Ray & Dawn, Flo, Ernie & Mary, Irma, Judy, Ruth as she recovers from her surgery, Doris, Maryn, Katrina, Carol, Bob, Ruth, and Dora and the Ganzhorn family, and all for whom we now pray, either silently or aloud….  We also pray that God would comfort the many people threatened by earthquakes, monsoons, and hurricanes.  Let us pray,
Have mercy, O God.

That God protects members of this congregation and empowers us to serve Christ in sincerity and faithfulness, Let us pray,
Have mercy, O God.

That God redeems the lives of those who have served in the faith and raises them up, according to the promises of Jesus Christ, the bread that nourishes eternal life,
Let us pray,
Have mercy, O God.

Almighty and loving God, we look to you in hope and trust, knowing that you will do far more than we can ask or imagine, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   
Amen.

PEACE 
	The peace of Christ be with you always.
	An also with you.
ANNOUNCEMENTS & OFFERING

OFFERTORY	We are an Offering (ELW 692)	

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE   	
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks, 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying; 
“Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying; 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”

Remembering, therefore, his life lived for others, and his death and resurrection which renews the face of the earth, we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER   		
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen.




INVITATION TO COMMUNION
	Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread.
	Our Lord’s body let us take together.

COMMUNION  

 (The prayer after communion is read by the lay assistant)
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Jesus Christ, host of this meal,
You have given us not only this bead and cup, 
but your very self, 
that we may feast on your great love.  

Filled again by these signs of your grace, 
may we hunger for your reign of justice, 
may we thirst for your way of peace, 
for you are Lord forevermore.
Amen.

BLESSING
May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can aske or imagine, grant you the gifts of faith, hope, and love.
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever.
Amen.

[bookmark: _GoBack]SENDING SONG	ON OUR WAY REJOICING (ELW 437) 	 

(The dismissal is given by the lay assistant)
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.
Thanks be to God!
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