Worship Plan for Sunday, February 23, 2020,  Transfiguration of our Lord

SHARING OF CONCERNS AND CELEBRATIONS

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
the eternal voice from heaven, the anointed and beloved one, the Spirit moving over the waters.
Amen.
As we approach the mystery of God, let us come in confession, trusting the love of Christ crucified and risen.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God who searches and knows us,
you have shown us what is good, but we have looked to other lights to find our way.
we have not been just in our dealings with others.  We have chosen revenge over mercy.  We have promoted ourselves instead of walking humbly with you.  With what shall we come before you?  Forgive us our sin, and show us your salvation 
in the face of Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen.
Beloved of God,
you have not received the spirit of the world, but the Sprit that is from God,
poured out for you in the faithfulness of Jesus Christ.  
Receive the promise of baptism: You are God’s child; + your sins are forgiven.  
Rejoice and be glad, for your is the kingdom of God.
Amen.
GATHERING SONG	Christ be our Light	ELW 105 (vs 1, 3, 4, 5)
GREETING
	The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God,
	and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all
	And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, in the transfiguration of your Son, you confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud declaring Jesus your beloved son, you foreshadowed our adoption as your children.  Make us heirs with Christ of your glory, and bring us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

CHOIR ANTHEM		Let the Praise Go Round
(The reading is read by the lay assistant) 
THE FIRST LESSON		EXODUS 24:12-18
A reading from Exodus.
12The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their instruction.” 13So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of God. 14To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until we come to you again; for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.” 15Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16The glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud. 17Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. 18Moses entered the cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights.

The reading may be concluded: 
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

THE SECOND LESSON		2 PETER 1:16-21
A reading from Second Peter:
16For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17For he received honor and glory from God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 18We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy mountain. 
19So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 21because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 

The reading may be concluded: 
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
Please stand to welcome the Gospel. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION	Alleluia 	(ELW p. 171)
(The gospel is read by the pastor)
THE GOSPEL		Matthew 17:1-9
The holy gospel according to Matthew:
Glory to you, O Lord.

17Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high mountain, by themselves. 2And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. 3Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” 6When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. 7But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” 8And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone. 9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”

The gospel concludes:
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDEN’S MESSAGE
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY	Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies	ELW 553
 (The pastor reads the introduction and the ending, 
the lay assistant reads the indented petitions.) 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting that God hears us, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.
A brief silence. 
Holy God, your loving power is at work among us.  Rouse and embolden your church, that we too might be transfigured, set alight in the world for the sake of the gospel.
Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great.
Awesome God, you speak and the earth trembles.  You display your majesty in the mountains and your mystery in the clouds. Grant that we discover your magnificence in all of your created world.
Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great.
Ruler of nations, your reign extends across all human borders. Guide world leaders in justice and righteousness, that they may work for equity for all people and protect the world that you have made.
Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great.
Gracious God, you are a refuge for all who are neglected and abused.  Bring freedom to those who are oppressed and give comfort to those experiencing pain of any kind … especially….  And all those we now pray for either aloud or in our hearts (pause).
Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great.
God of Moses and Elijah, you made your dwelling place at the top of a mountain with Jesus and his disciples.  Dwell also in this congregation, that all who enter this community might be transformed by your dazzling brilliance.
Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great.
Everlasting God, you offer eternal life to all your children.  Thank you for the witness of those who lived and died in the faith.  
Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great.

Confident that you are able to accomplish more than we even dare to ask, we bring these prayers before you, believing in your saving grace revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


PEACE  
	The peace of Christ be with you always.
	And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE		P. 169 – ELW
	(This is the Feast)

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
On the night he was betrayed, 
Our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat, this is my body, given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying;
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this in remembrance of me. 
LORD’S PRAYER   		
Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
	Come.  Be filled with the light and life of Jesus, our Lord.
	Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION  
Distribution Songs
	Lamb of God		(ELW p. 174)
	Take My Life, That I May Be		(ELW 685)
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Beautiful Savior		(ELW 838)




(The prayer after communion is read by the lay assistant)
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
O Morning Star, fair and bright,
You have refreshed us again with heavenly food.  You are our dearest treasure. 
Go with us now – today, tomorrow, every day – that we tell the story of your never-ending love and sing your praise both now and forever.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & OFFERING

BLESSING
	The Lord bless you and keep you
The Lord shine on you with grace and mercy
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.
	
Please turn to your neighbor and share this blessing with him or her:
	May the Light of Christ….
		Shine through us!
(those 2 lines are displayed on the screen to remind people)

SENDING SONG  	Rise, Shine, You People!	(ELW 665)

(The dismissal is given by the lay assistant)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be light for the world.
Thanks be to God!




