Worship Plan for Sunday, July 15, 2018

CELEBRATIONS & CONCERNS
Invite people to share any prayers of celebration or concern to share this morning from
the past or upcoming week.

[bookmark: _GoBack]GATHERING SONG	We Praise You, O God (ELW 870)

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
Full of compassion and mercy, abounding in steadfast love.
Amen.

Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, 
let us confess our sin against God and one another.

Silence

Eternal God our creator,
In you we live and move and have our being.
Look upon us, your children, the work of your hands.
Forgive us all our offenses, 
and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires.
By your grace draw us near to you,
Our refuge and our strength;
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Since we are justified by faith,
We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
God’s love has been poured into our hearts
Through the Holy Spirit give to us.

In the mercy of almighty God,
Christ died for us while we still were sinners;
And for his sake, God + forgives you all your sins.
Amen.

GREETING
	The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
	and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
	And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works.  Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments, and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
	Amen.

KYRIE		Kyrie Eleison (ELW p. 184)

(The first reading is read by the lay assistant) 
THE FIRST READING:  Amos 7:7-15

A reading from Amos.

7This is what he showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. 8And the LORD said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said, “See, I am setting a plumb line in the midst of my people Israel; I will never again pass them by; 9the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.” 
10Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, “Amos has conspired against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words. 11For thus Amos has said, ‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel must go into exile away from his land.’” 12And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your bread there, and prophesy there; 13but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.” 14Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, 15and the LORD took me from following the flock, and the LORD said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’ 

The reading may be concluded:
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



(The second reading is read by the lay assistant) 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14

A reading from Ephesians.

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

The reading may be concluded: 
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand to welcome the Gospel. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION	ELW p. 188)



(The gospel is read by the pastor)
GOSPEL:  Mark 6:14-29

The gospel is announced.
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

14King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in him.” 15But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” 16But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” 
17For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. 18For John had been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 19And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, 20for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. 21But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee. 22When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it.” 23And he solemnly swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” 24She went out and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, “The head of John the baptizer.” 25Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 26The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. 27Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, 28brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. 29When his disciples heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb. 

The gospel concludes:
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY	Let Justice Flow like Streams (ELW 717)

CREED
	I believe in God, the Father almighty,
     creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, 
     God’s only Son, our Lord,
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
     born of the virgin Mary,
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,
     was crucified, died, and was buried;
     he descended to the dead.

     On the third day he rose again;
     he ascended into heaven,
     he is seated at 
     the right hand of the Father,
     and he will come to judge 
     the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy catholic church,
     the communion of saints,
     the forgiveness of sins,
     the resurrection of the body,
     and the life everlasting. Amen.



(The pastor reads the introduction and the ending, 
the lay assistant reads the indented petitions.) 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Growing in faith and discipleship, we give thanks for God’s merciful compassion as we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

God of truth, put your word of justice on our lips.  Bless your church in the task of holy resistance.  Make us a living and persistent sign of your righteousness and your lovingkindness.  Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

God of heaven and earth, pour your healing power upon our fragile earth for us and for all who will inherit it.  Inspire the work of engineers and environmentalists who seek sustainable sources of energy, food, and clean water.  Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

God of justice, hold your plumb line to the nations.  Speak convicting words of holy judgment to those in positions of authority. Redeem all harms caused by corruption and the hunger for power.  Restore peace to our world.  Lord, in your mercy.  
Hear our prayer.

God of salvation, bring wholeness to all your beloved children.  Anoint the hands of all caregivers, nurses, doctors, therapists, hospice workers, and chaplains.  Bring abundance of life too who long for healing, (especially Mary, Suzanne, Cassie, Marlene, Ray & Dawn, Flo, Ernie & Mary, Irma, Judy, Ruth, Doris, Maryn, Dora, Katrina, and Carol, and our homebound Bob, Ruth & Don…).  Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

God of tenderness, you adopt us as your own.  Help us to provide nourishing care for all children in our midst.  Inspire us with their creativity and energy.  Heal and protect children who are victims of abuse, neglect, or scorn.  Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

God of the saints, you have claimed the faithful departed as your own and given them an inheritance in glory.  Sustain us in faith until the fullness of time, when you gather up all things in heaven and on earth.  Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Gracious God, we lift to you these prayers and the prayers of our hearts, trusting in your everlasting love and mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PEACE 
	The peace of Christ be with you always.
	And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & OFFERING

OFFERTORY	We are an Offering (ELW 692)	

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE   	
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks, 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying; 
“Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying; 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”

Remembering, therefore, his life lived for others, and his death and resurrection which renews the face of the earth, we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER   		
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
	Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread.
	Our Lord’s body let us take together.

COMMUNION  

 (The prayer after communion is read by the lay assistant)
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Jesus Christ, host of this meal,
You have given us not only this bead and cup, 
but your very self, 
that we may feast on your great love.  

Filled again by these signs of your grace, 
may we hunger for your reign of justice, 
may we thirst for your way of peace, 
for you are Lord forevermore.
Amen.

BLESSING
May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can aske or imagine, grant you the gifts of faith, hope, and love.
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG	LEAD ON, O KING ETERNAL (ELW 805) 	 

(The dismissal is given by the lay assistant)
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.
Thanks be to God!



Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000806.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

July 15, 2018


