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SHARING OF CONCERNS AND CELEBRATIONS

GATHERING SONG	Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven (ELW 864, vs. 1, 2, 4)

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
Let us confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who has promised to forgive our sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God.

Have mercy on us.

We confess to you that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not trusted you with our whole heart; we have not loved one another in deed and in truth.  In your compassion, forgive our sin and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life, through Jesus Christ, our light and our truth.  Amen.

With joy, I proclaim to you that Almighty God, rich in mercy, abundant in love, forgives you all your sin and grants you newness of life in Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!

GREETING
	The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
	and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
	And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
	O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to hear our cries.  Teach us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek your enduring justice for all this suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
	Amen.

CHOIR ANTHEM	I will Give Jubilant Thanks
	

(The first reading is read by the lay assistant) 
THE READING:  	Genesis 32:22-31

A reading from Genesis.

22The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. 
24Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 27So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed.” 29Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 30So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” 31The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip. 
The reading may be concluded:
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand to welcome the Gospel. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION



(The gospel is read by the pastor)
GOSPEL:  	Luke 18:1-8

 The gospel is announced.
The holy gospel according to St. Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

18Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. 2He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. 3In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my opponent.’ 4For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’” 6And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 

The gospel concludes:
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.


CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY	My God, How Wonderful Thou Art (ELW 863, vs 1, 2, 5)

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
     creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, 
     God’s only Son, our Lord,
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
     born of the virgin Mary,
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,
     was crucified, died, and was buried;
     he descended to the dead.

     On the third day he rose again;
     he ascended into heaven,
     he is seated at 
     the right hand of the Father,
     and he will come to judge 
     the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy catholic church,
     the communion of saints,
     the forgiveness of sins,
     the resurrection of the body,
     and the life everlasting. Amen.





(The pastor reads the introduction and the ending, the lay assistant reads the indented petitions.) 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Knowing the one in whom we trust, and with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all in need.

Faithful partner, you will not leave us without a blessing. Wrestle with your church and renew it for the sake of the world.  Preserve our life in you, so that we faithfully name you before the world.  Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Grant us joy in these autumn days.  As the daylight shortens and summer’s green abundance decays, scatter the seeds that will bring forth new life in the spring.  Keep watch over your whole creation.  Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Mercifully extend your ancient promises to all people.  Kee and defend the nations from all evil, and be their shade and protection.  Held in your steadfast love, guide the human family in ways of mercy and justice.  Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

[bookmark: _Hlk493236620]Our help comes from you, maker of heaven and earth.  Hear the cries of those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, (especially … those we lifted up as we began our worship and those we name aloud or in silence now).  Help us to not lose heart, so that your healing love prevails in our lives. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Speak through us in our encounters with the Holy Scripture.  Hearten and strengthen ministers of faith formation, so that all who belong to you may be capable and equipped for good works in your name.  Lord in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.

We thank you for your grace made manifest in the saints who have gone before us.  Living in hope, bring us all to the joyful feast that has no end.  Lord in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.

Trusting and delighting in you, we commend all our lives into your loving hands.  We offer these prayers in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord   Amen.

PEACE  
	The peace of Christ be with you always.
	And also with you.

COMMUNION CANTICLE	Now the Feast and Celebration (ELW 167)

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE   	
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks, 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying; 
“Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying; 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end,
we proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit; in our gathering; within this meal; 
and among your people throughout the world; 
even as we pray in the words of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

LORD’S PRAYER   		
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen.


INVITATION TO COMMUNION
These are the gifts of God, for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

COMMUNION  

 (The prayer after communion is read by the lay assistant)
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God of blessing, at this table we have seen you face to face,
And in the gift of Christ’s body and blood,
Our hearts have been refreshed.
Send us not to share your grace with our neighbors
and bear witness to the one we have received:
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you
The Lord look upon you with favor, + and give you peace.
Amen.

	Turn to your neighbor and tell him or her,
	God bless you.  Share life in Christ by the bucketful!

SENDING SONG  	Now Thank We All our God (ELW 840)

(The dismissal is given by the lay assistant)
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the Good News.
Thanks be to God!
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